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IS RETTER 10 CREATE SoMETHING - 15T TAKE
 (we pust  poll Sty plan)

BACKGROUND: Daniel lives in a run-down single story ‘riverside’ home on the
broads. He'd grown up there, gone to school and has now left school. He and
his alcoholic mother share a car, and he learnt to drive from a friend. James has
grown up elsewhere (unclear where, just that he has money) and is on holiday
with his family (mum, dad, younger sister) on the broads. They occupy the house
next to Daniel’s, for the two weeks that they're on holiday. June 2006. Daniel
notices the family arriving, watches them unpack their car.

1. TUESDAY AFTERNOON/FIRST MEETING: Daniel has lived on the broads his
whole life, and thus has a solid knowledge of boats, mooring and
maintenance. During a storm one evening, Daniel notices James's family
haven't moored their boat properly, so he sneaks out to help despite his
mothers strict rules. James hears Daniel fall on the boat and cut his arm, so
he comes out into the rain to help. James helps Daniel bandage up the cut.
Daniel is reluctant to speak to James at first, he doesn't want to wake up their
family or his mother, but they sit under the canopy and wait for the rain to
pass. James cant understand Daniel’s life, and Daniel cannot understand
James's. ¥

. WEDNESDAY MORNING/DANIEL AND JamesS STORY BEGINS: Daniel sits
on the edge of the dock, feeding the swans. There are two swans and two
cygnets. His mother has gone to work, he thinks. The calm after the storm
has unsettled the area. James's mum comes out and begins to talk Daniel,
but he isn’t very responsive, so she begins to talk about the cygnets and
about how somebody had re-moored their boat in the storm. Daniel admits
to it, with a sort-of apprehension. Noticing how thin Daniel is, James's mum

_invites him over the fence to join them for breakfast, as a thanks. Daniel is
overwhelmed with how much of a ‘family’ they are, until James's sister has a
meltdown and the two boys are once again left alone at the breakfast table.
This time, James is the quiet one. Daniel excuses himself to go to work.

. WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON/DANIEL'S FRIENDS: Daniel works at a
boatyard, helping clean the boats for holiday makers. He works for a family -
who owns the yard, who happen to have a teenage daughter, Rachel. Daniel
and Rachel went to school together. Whilst they are cleaning the boat that
day, Rachel invites Daniel to a party on Saturday. Rachel’s older brother
Michael goads Daniel into agreeing to go. Daniel has always had a slight
infatuation with Michael, and Michael seems to know this. The sibling’s father
tells them to get back to work.

4. WEDNESDAY EVENING/THE BBQ: When Daniel gets home from work his
mother is out, he presumes at the pub, judging by the note she has left for
him. Daniel goes out the garden to feed the swans again. James family are
having a BBQ, his parents are drinking but only a little. Daniel listens from his
side of the fence. He talks quietly to the swans. James mum sticks her head
over the fence and asks Daniel if he’s had dinner, to which Daniel says he’s
not hungry. She invites him over, and he goes after some convincing from
James. He watches as the family eat, drink, laugh and play games. They ask
him he'd like to play a game of rounders with them, and he does. James
tackles Daniel at first base and they lay in the grass together. James asks if he
can come over the next afternoon when they get back from the zoo, and
Daniel agrees.

. THURSDAY AFTERNOON/THE CYGNETS: Daniel and James sit in
comfortable silence feeding the cygnets. James asks Daniel if both of them
will survive to adulthood, Daniel replies that he often sees two cygnets born
and then'the next day only one left. As they sit, Michael approaches in his car
from the little road behind Daniel’s house. He calls out the window to Daniel
and James, asking them if they want to join him. James looks towards his
rental house, and says to Daniel he cant without telling his parents. Daniel
agrees to go with Michael. James watches him get in the car, and keeps
feeding the swans.

. THURSDAY EVENING/WHAT HAPPENS BETWEEN MICHAEL AND DANIEL:|

Michael is 19. Daniel is 17. Michael drives a 2001 VW Golf. Michael leans
over and opens the door for Daniel, who is shy. Daniel and Michael drive
aimlessly around the lanes, as the sun sets. Michael tells Daniel he knows he
has a crush on him. Daniel stutters, so Michael tells him to forget it. They go
to the corner shop and pick up beer and cigarettes, with Daniel having to
wait in the car due to being underage. They swing past Rachel on the way
back and she joins them with her friend Emily. Rachel and Emily seem awfully
close, and Daniel cant take his eyes off of them. They chose a field behind
both the houses and light a fire. Its unusually warm for a June evening. They
have a speaker with them and they listen to Muse. They sit and drink beer
and Daniel smokes a cigarette for the first time. He gets dizzy, Michael helps
him up. Rachel and Emily are kissing. Michael tells Daniel he has something
to show him, a cool ruined house he found just off into the trees. Daniel is
drunk and follows him. Once in the trees, Michael again tells Daniel that he
knows he fancies him, and offers to let Daniel ‘try him out’. Daniel is too
drunk to consent, yet Michael forces himself on him. Daniel and Michael
return from the woods, and Daniel says he needs to go home and begins to
walk in a daze.

7. THURSDAY NIGHT/AFTER MICHAEL: When Daniel unlocks his front door he

sees a mess. His mother had been obviously drunk, and had broken a swan
sculpture that Daniel’s grandma had given him. He finds her passed out on
the sofa, a lit cigarette hanging loosely from her fingers, which he takes and
puts out. He closes the living room door slowly and exits out onto the
mooring. The swans come to see him again, he feeds them bits of bread
scattered on the lawn. He begins to cry. Thats when James pops his head up
from the other side of the fence, and climbs over. They talk about what
happened, Daniel asking James if he can trust him. James says its a crime.
That Daniel doesn't deserve this treatment just because of his sexuality.
James puts his arm round Daniel and lets him cry. Daniels mother emerges,
still drunk, from the house and tells Daniel to get back inside. James sees the
fear in his eyes, but is powerless to do anything.

. FRIDAY MORNING/JAMES LOOKS FOR DANIEL: James comes out of his
house and looks for Daniel, tentatively knocking on the front door of his
house, to which his mother answers. His mother explains to James that
Daniel is a mess, a fuck up and that he needs to leave them alone. She's
obviously drunk again. She tells James that if he's that desperate, Daniel is at
work at the boathouse. James unhooks the boat himself, looking back once

" to the house, and begins to sail down the river towards the boathouse. When
he pulls up to the boathouse he sees Daniel and Michael behind the shed.
Michael is up close in Daniels space. James moors the boat and jumps out,
walking up to them cautiously. Michael asks Daniel if James has come to
‘save him’, like he’s a damsel in distress. Daniel begins to cry. James tells him
to fuck off, and Michael slaps him hard round the face as a response.
Michaels father spots them and tells Daniel and James to go, before leading
Michael away. Daniel goes to James, and leads him to the boat where Daniel

- checks over his eye and apologises for getting them into this mess, James
says there is no need to apologise. They almost kiss here but are interrupted
by Rachel who has come to apologise to Daniel, and to tell him about Emily,
and beg him to come to the party still. She invites James too, feeling sorry
for him. He says he's there on holiday, but will ask his parents. They sail back -
to the houses in relative quiet, followed by the swans.

. FRIDAY AFTERNOON/JAMES AND DANIEL GO BACK TO JAME'S: Jamés

and Daniel get back to James' rental house where the family have gone out.
They have left a note for James to let them know that they have gone out for
lunch, but that his mum had cooked some pasta for James to eat. James asks
Daniel what it was like to be drunk, and Daniel says they could find out.
James and Daniel decide to have a drink from the cabinet, they only have
peach schnapps and no ice, which they drink together on the kitchen counter

They begin talking about Daniel’s mum, and he admits that she’s been like
that since his Dad left her. She gets money from her parents to support them
but Daniel has to work to pay for his own food. James asks Daniel if he'd
come to his house back home one day. Daniel says he would, but not until
he's 18 and able to make choices by himself. They do kiss then, they also
begin to explore sexually. With James hiding Daniel is his wardrobe when his
parents get home. Daniel stays the night with James, and they reassure each
other that this is love.

10.SATURDAY MORNING/THE MORNING AFTER THE NIGHT BEFORE: When

James wakes up, he’s alone. He has a brief panic, his mum comes to wake
him up, at which point we switch to Daniel who is back at the boathouse
working on a boat with Rachel. Rachel and Daniel have a chat about Daniel
and Michael and Daniel tells her the truth, and tells her about James. Rachel
almost confirms what his mother had told James, that James will go home
and he and Rachel will always be stuck here. Daniel disagrees, but he does
know.

11.SATURDAY EVENING/THE JOURNEY TO THE PARTY: Daniel hasn't seen

James all day, but gets ready for the party anyway. His mother sees him
doing so, and begins to berate him for the way he looks. He admits he's
taking James, and she tells him that his ‘jittle crush’ on the rich boy next door

- will end with James leaving. Daniel argues with her, and she calls him
homophobic slurs before he leaves the house. He waits under the shelter of
his own little boat. James comes out to find him, its raining again. They begin
the journey to the party, in the boat house at Daniel’s workplace.

12.SATURDAY NIGHT/THE PARTY: ;
13. SUNDAY EVENING/THE NIGHT BEFORE GOODBYE: Daniel knows his time

with James is coming to-the end. They leave in the morning. James promises
to stay until the very last night minute, to say 2 proper goodbye. To write.
Anything. Whispers suspended like fireflies in the sky.

1 4 MONDAY MORNING/THE GOODBYE: Daniel wakes up the next morning,
expecting James to still be with him. When he realises that he isn't, he begins
to panic. He leaves the room, climbs the fence to the house next door and
realises that the house is empty and being cleaned. The cleaner stops to ask
Daniel if he's okay, and Daniel breaks down. He runs out of the house and
down the road, surrounded on both sides by fields.
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